Therapeutic agents in perioperative third molar surgical procedures.
Surgical extraction of third molars is one of the most common of all surgical procedures. The outcome of third molar surgery includes pain, trismus, edema, nausea, infection, and alveolar osteitis. The intent of this article is to provide a literature review and analysis of the various chemotherapeutic agents used to control, minimize, or eliminate these outcomes. Unfortunately, comparison of the published studies represents a tremendous challenge because of the variability in parameters and methods used for each study. A trend does exist among many of the current researchers, who realize that randomized, controlled, evidence-based research rather than personal experience is necessary to develop appropriate guidelines for using chemotherapeutic agents.